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hose who say the two-stroke is a
dying breed haven't ridden the current
crop of premix-burning off-roaders yet.

In the world of single-track, rocks and mud,

two-strokes are still the preferred choice for

many weekend warriors and professional
racers, which is why many manufactures,
most of them European now, still crank them
out in droves. People want them!

Championships are still being won on
them, too. The current FIM Hard Enduro
World Champion rides a two-stroke, as does
the current FIM EnduroGP World Champion,
who also happens to ride a Beta 300 two-
stroke, like the one we're riding here.

So what’s new from the ltalian enduro
masters? Along with growing their factory
racing footprint in the U.S. to include Best
In The Desert, National Hare & Hound,
NGPC, GNCC and National Enduro over
the last several years, Beta continues to of-
fertheir off-road lineup in both the RR and
the up-spec Race Edition options.
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2022 Beta 300 RR

The Beta 300 RR in all its glory. The RR
is Beta’s way of offering an “affordable” high-
performance trail bike that you can still race.

We recently met up with Beta’s Factory Race
Team Manager and “media guy” Rodney Smith
(you may have heard of the 13-time AMA Off-Road
Champion and AMA Hall of Famer!) and spent a day
taking a quick spin in the hills aboard one of Beta’s
newest 300cc two-stroke offerings.

WHAT IS
THE 300RR?

Beta offers a boatload of off-road two-stroke models
to choose via four different engine platforms: 125cc,
200cc, 250c¢c and 300cc. Of these, you have two
variants to mull over—RR and Race Edition. The
RRs are the base (or standard) models. The Race _ _

Editions are the same motorcycles but fitted with a 2\ N i {Eseoeiaegﬁlr(:f]‘;is&
handful of race-influenced upgrades, most notably | || “guards..: which
higher-spec suspension components. The Race . W\ |

" . b &30 h, on yourself.
Editions are, of course, more expensive. % W\ p !

“the gas cap, leav-
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Today, we're riding the 300 RR, A 2.5-gallon gas tank, by way of
which retails for $9699, versus the a Keihin 36mm carb, fuels the fire, .
$10,199 300 Race Edition. while an 18-inch rear wheel puts \
Beta’s 300s feature an oil-injected the ponies to the ground. The RR it
292cc two-stroke counter-balanced s fitted with a headlight and taillight G- %
engine with a six-speed transmis- and an enduro meter. Unfortunately, d / 11, ﬂ abells
sion and an electric start, with the Beta forgot to install hand guards at \ — \
option for a kickstarter at the time the factory. '
of purchase. One of the things that Seat height is 36.6 inches and

sets Beta's 300 two-strokes apart ~ dry weight is a claimed 228 pounds.
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KTM, Husqvarna and GasGas) is its . 5
~ To give us added input, we enlisted \fic
~ off-road pro and multi-time Tecate
the V.,".“’ O some local trails that are

IC VVCOol 1ol Ol o™

Ahh, the motor. Here
is where the Beta 300
RR two-stroke really
shines. Not only does
it perform well, but

it also features stuff
like electric starting,
a hydraulic clutch and

oil injection, all things .j'= y 4
we love in a dirt bike. \ M &y
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before and we'll say it again: a well- It's hard to ride the carbureted
tuned 300cc two-stroke can be the Beta 300 and not compare it to
“perfect” all-around off-road motor-  Austrian TPI technology used in
cycle, at least in our opinion. And comparable KTM, Husky and Gas-
that opinion hasn’t changed with Gas 300s with which we have a lot
the extremely potent and rideable of experience. Although we did not
Beta 300 RR. With its tractable Iow- compare these motorcycles back-
. e d gr’untsp ired ;&l ﬁs |pey mid to-back the Beta has a noticeably
o : oL  an d snappier feel than the

'T'-. Jlttle
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2022 Beta 300 RR

Forthose not sold on the feel of fuel injected
(or should we say TPI) two-strokes yet, you’ll be
pleased to know the Beta is still carbureted.

the TPI bikes might be a little
more predictable when you grab
a handful of throttle rapidly. Still,
both style of bikes are generally
easy to manage, perhaps just a
litle more so on the TPl rides.
The Beta, however, simply rips,
with character like a carbureted
two-stroke motocross bike. The
Beta 300 is fitted with two igni-
tion map modes, adjustable via
a button located in front of the
fuel tank and is identified with a
picture of a sun (standard) and a

rain cloud (toned down for slip-
pery conditions). You will notice
a slight difference between the
two settings. You can fine tune
power delivery even more via the
Beta’s adjustable power-valve
system.

What the Beta might gain on
the competition in the engine
department, it loses in the sus-
pension department. The 300
RR relies on a 48mm toolless
adjustable Sachs ZF spring fork
and an adjustable aluminum

shock body in the back. For us,
the suspension is simply just too
soft in every way. It dives under
braking, and the fork bottomed
multiple times on us in typical
second- and third-gear whoop
sections. We understand not
every off-road trail looks and
feels like the ones we rode, but
the front and rear suspension,
we felt, also lacked balance,
and perhaps wasn’t thoroughly
tested together before being let
loose on the public. On slow-
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FRIDAY = FEB 12, 2021

5:00PM-9:00PM

9AM-3PM
MX Practice
$20

o 1
S e - — &Automotive  Hugo Mitchell
s> BUIRACING ralioation ==

SATURDAY = FEB 12, 2022 = SIGN-UP 6AM-2:45PM
RACE 2 » 8:15AM RACE 3 = 9:00AM RACE 4 = 10:15AM

RACE 1 = 7:30AM

RACE 5 = 11:30AM

e Unclassified e Unclassified = Women < Mini * 30+ * 50+
* 60+ * 70+ * 250cc = 251cc+ * 250cc
« Vintage < REVO - AA * 251cc+
Pro/AA/Expert Novice/Int - EVO o Classic Hwt/Lwt 1/Lwt I/AA Hwt/Lwt 1/Lwt II

SIGN UP CLOSES
30 MINUTES BEFORE
RACE TIVIE

RACE 10 RACE 11

7:30AM 8:15AM
= Unclassified All  Girls Sr.
= Super Mini

= 85cc Jr.

RACE 6 = 12:45PM RACE 7 = 1:30PM
National National
AMA Grand Prix Series AMA Grand Prix Series
e GirlsJr = 50cc Jr. « Super Mini = Girls Sr.
= 50cc Sr. = 65cc all = 85cc all

RACE 8 = 2:15PM RACE 9 = 3:15PM 4:15PM

= 98cc-200cc = 98cc-200cc = Pee Wee Ride

= 201cc-250cc = 201cc-250cc

= 251cc+ * 251cc+
In/Nov/Beg AA/Expert

RACE 12
8:45AM
= 50cc All

SUNDAY < FEB 13, 2022 = SIGN-UP 6AM-12:15PM
RAGE 13 RACE 14 RACE 15

RACE 16 RACE 17

9:30AM 10:15AM 11:30AM 12:45PM 2:30PM
e Gi - . NATIONAL - i
Girls Jr. 40+ $8000 AMA GRAND PRIX SERIES Quads/Side Hacks

NATIONAL AMA GRAND PRIX SERIES
No cash payout

* 122-150cc ® 25+

* Wom 2 Stroke-B&C e 2 Stroke

* 65cc Jr. & Sr.

= Pro e Proll - 25+
* ProWom e« 122-150cc -

Pro/All Classes

Wom 2 Stroke-A « 2 Stroke

= Wom 4 Stroke-A = 4 Stroke
A Class

* Wom 4 Stroke-B&C e 4 Stroke
B/C Class

RESULTS CAN BE VIEWED:

NGPCSERIES.COM | FACEBOOK: AMAD37 & D37YOUTHRACINGSERIES | INSTAGRAM: @DISTRICT37_AMA & @D37_YOUTH_RACING_SERIES

CONTINGENCY

® # Husqvarna E5 gF5

SPORTMOTORCYCLES

NO RIDERS UNDER 12 EXCEPT IN YOUTH RACES. CLASSES DETERMINED BY ENGINE SIZE, AMA MEMBERSHIP REQUIRED. APPROX. COURSE MILEAGE IS 7 MILES.



http://www.ngpcseries.com/
https://www.dirtdiggersmc.com/
https://www.dirtdiggersmc.com/
www.district37ama.org
www.americanmotorcyclist.com

2022 Beta 300 RR

speed mountain single-track trails, the Beta’s
suspension is fine, but be prepared to do
some adjustments for faster, more wide-open
terrain. We know from experience that Sachs
makes quality equipment, so we’re confident
you can make the Beta’s suspension work
much better than stock with a little bit of time
and effort.

Aside from the suspension, the Beta looks and
feels top notch. The Brembo hydraulic clutch has
nice a light pull and offers great feel, while the
Nissin Brakes perform well, too, (both front and
rear) with plenty of power and predictability.

We love the Beta’s oil-injection system; it
makes life way simpler. No more mixing gas, or
remembering which fuel can is which. Straight
gas in the tank, and oil goes in the reservoir
located underneath the seat (which can be
removed without tools) and won't need refill-
ing until after you have burned through three
to four tanks of gas. A warning light shines in
case you forget.

The easy-access airbox, which requires zero
tools to get to the air filter, also helps makes
living with the Beta just that much easier.

In the visual department, the Beta is a look-
er. The red plastic, red frame and black excel
wheels really tie the whole package together.

Both of our test riders were impressed with
the Beta 300 RR for what it's designed to do.
The fortitude of the 292cc powerplant, the
hydraulic clutch, electric starter, oil-injection
system, and the finished package were all
standout features and make it fun to live with.
However, the faster we rode it, the less sat-
isfied we were with it mainly because of its
out-of-whack suspension. But that's where
the Race Edition comes in. However, for the
hard-core, or even casual, trail rider that likes
to sign up for the occasional enduro (but not
before a date with their favorite suspension
tuner,) the RR is without question a serious off-
road contender to consider. CN

~ SPECIFICATIONS

2022 BETA 300 RR ($9699)

ENGINE TYPE

2-stroke, single, adjustable power-
valve

COOLING SYSTEM

Liquid

DISPLACEMENT

292.6¢cc

BORE X STROKE

73 x 69.9mm
COMPRESSION RATIO
11.63:1

STARTING SYSTEM
Electric, (kick starter optional)
LUBRICATION

Electronic oil injection
FUELING

Keihin PWK 36mm
TRANSMISSION

6-speed, hydraulic clutch
FRAME

Molybdenum steel, double
cradle w/quick air filter access
FRONT SUSPENSION

48mm Sachs open cartridge with
compression, rebound and spring
preload adjustment

REAR SUSPENSION

Aluminum body Sachs shock, w/
adjustable rebound and hi/low
speed compression

FRONT-WHEEL TRAVEL
11.6in

REAR-WHEEL TRAVEL
114in

FRONT WHEEL

21in.

REAR WHEEL

18 in.

FRONT TIRE

Maxxis Maxx Enduro
Enduro Competition
REAR TIRE

Maxxis Maxx Enduro
Enduro Competition
FRONT BRAKE

260mm floating rotor,
Nissin caliper

REAR BRAKE

240mm rotor, Nissin caliper
WHEELBASE

58.3in.

SEAT HEIGHT

36.6 in.

GROUND CLEARANGE
12.6 in.

FUEL CAPACITY

2.5 gal.

WEIGHT (CURB, CLAIMED)
228 bs.



